
Arte y artistas (Contemporary Spanish Art and Artists), Intermediate Level 
 
3 credits (45 contact hours) 
 
*This course is taught in Spanish.  It is offered during the regular semester only and not 
as an intensive course.  
 
Professors: Anna Pujadas (Group 1) 
  anna.pujadas@upf.edu
  Office:  20-261 
  Office hours:  Monday & Wednesday, 2 pm – 3 pm 
 
  Eduard Cairol (Group 2) 
  eduard.cairol@upf.edu
  Office:  20-261 
  Office hours:  TBA 

Description: 

The focus of this course will be exploring Spanish art through the Barcelona Art 
Collections. 

This is an introduction course for students who: 

• Desire to obtain a broad overview of Spanish art  
• Have the necessity of a survey of the cultural background of Barcelona  
• Wish to have a live approach to Barcelona's art works  

Students do not need to have any specific background in Spanish art or in art history to 
take this course. 

In-Class, Out-Class 

This course is primarily a lecture course, presented in module form, supplemented with 
discussion, films, and online materials. There are classes outside of the University 
building: visits to the Museums. These visits are made during the class time and they are 
equivalent to a usual in-class, with the exception of Dalí's Museum, which is a non-
compulsory visit. In any case, students should understand that during an out-class 
occasional events may occur.  

Content: 

The course proposes to complement a theoretical overview of Spanish art with a practical 
approach to the works of art. Barcelona has a great art variety and richness, but there are 
some artists who have their main museum in the city, and who have an international 
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prestige. These artists are: Gaudí, Picasso, Miró, Dalí and Tàpies. They are the main 
subjects of this course. 

1. Antoni Gaudí 

Organicism and Gaudinism. The European Art Nouveau architecture. The Art Nouveau 
in Barcelona. The new middleclass society. Eusebi Güell, the best client of Gaudí. The 
new architecture. The new geometry. The searching for the artistic form. The nature as 
inspiration. The "mozárabe" influence. The new Gaudinian style. The Mediterranean in 
his works. His collaboration with Jujol 
Visit to the Sagrada Família and to the Pedrera 

2. Pablo Picasso 

Picasso & Barcelona. The works of adolescence. The first trip to Paris. The works of 
"feelings". Painting without eyes. Living in France. The nudes of Fernande. The formal 
experiments. Geometry. The "Démoiselles d'Avignon". Pre-cubsim in Horta d'Ebre. 
Braque and the cubism. Abstraction. The "great" Picasso and the "Meninas" series. 
Visit to the Picasso Museum 

3. Joan Miró 

His studies and his first works. The meaning of Montroig in his paintings. "La masia" and 
the beginning of the Mironian universe. The first trip to Paris and the first contacts with 
the vanguard. The surrealism and the "painting-poetry". The searching for a spontaneous 
style. Primitivism and childhood. The European wars. The exile in Mallorca. The 
Mediterranean root. The universe of Miró. Textile works and sculpture. 
Visit to the Miró Foundation 

4. Salvador Dalí 

The childhood in Figueres and Cadaqués. The Academy of Fine Arts and the University 
Residence of Madrid. Meeting Lorca and Buñuel. Lorquian style. Freud and narcissism. 
The films with Buñuel. Trip to París and contact with the surrealism. Reality and 
surreality. Gala is there. Living in France and breaking with Surrealist Group. Exile in U. 
S. A.. Fame and success. The new physics and the philosophy of truth. The intuitive and 
spiritual world. Religion and Metaphysics. 
Visit to the Dalí Museum in Figueres 

5. Antoni Tàpies 

The beginnings and his long illness. The first drawings. Meeting "Blau" art group and 
publishing "Dau al set " review. Joan Brossa and the poetry. The influence of surrealism. 
The magical style. Sign and symbol. The sacred art. The "materico" style. The 
informalism. The textile and the prints. The wall. The common objects. The "povera" 



arts. Epiphany. 
Visit to the Tàpies Foundation 
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