Course FA-05 INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH LITERATURE I: THE
MIDDLE AGES

Lecturer: Dr. José Pedro Lopez Sanchez (jpedrolopez18@hotmail.com)
Back-up Lecturer: D?. Dolores Flores Moreno
(doloresflores@hotmail.com)

45 CONTACT HOURS/3 SEMESTER CREDITS
THIS CLASS MEETS: MON/WED 5-7PM

OBJECTIVES
The aim of this Course is to offer students the possibility of gaining a
general overview of Spanish Medieval Literature.

METHODOLOGY
Four key literary works from the period will be the subject of comment
during class sessions.

SYLLABUS
1) Introduction.
The Concept of the Middle Ages. Specific Characteristics of the Middle
Ages in Spain.
2) Spanish Medieval Literature.
Periodization. Genres and Channels of Dissemination of Works of
Medieval Literature.
3) Medieval Lyric: from the §archa’ to Jorge Manrique.
4) Medieval Epic: El Cantar del Mio Cid. The Ballad Tradition.
5) Narrative Prose: El Conde Lucanor
6) Drama: La Celestina.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
e At the beginning of each syllabus section, students will be provided
with both general bibliography and specific sources to be
consulted.
e The following compulsory reading texts will be used during the
Course.

Poema de Mio Cid, ed. de Pedro M. Catedra. Barcelona: Planeta.
DON JUAN MANUEL. El Conde Lucanor, ed. de José Manuel Blecua.
Madrid: Castalia

MANRIQUE, Jorge. Coplas por la muerte de su padre, en Poesia, ed.
Madrid: Castalia.

ROJAS, Fernando de, La Celestina, ed. de Pedro M. Pinero. Madrid,
Espasa-Calpe.
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Secondary Sources

ALVAR, Carlos. La prosa y el teatro en la Edad Media. Madrid: Taurus,
1991.

LOPEZ ESTRADA, Francisco, Introduccién a la literatura medieval
espanola, Madrid, Gredos, 1952.

NICASIO SALVADOR, Miguel, El mester de clerecia, Madrid, La Muralla,
1973.

RICO, Francisco, Historia y critica de la literatura espanola. 1. Edad
Media. Barcelona, Critica,1980.

COMPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES

In order to facilitate contextualization, while making practical use
of reading texts from the period concerned, during the Course, visits will
be made to different monuments within the city of Sevilla, linked with the
Middle Ages (The Don Fadrique Tower, The Royal Naval Arsenal, The City
Walls, etc.).

Listening sessions involving music from the epoch will also be held
(Alphonsus X’s Canticles and Examples from the Traditional Ballad
Corpus).

Movies and documentary films related to aspects of syllabus
content will also be screened.

ASSESSMENT

The final grade will take into consideration active participation in class
discussions, while there will also be an exam mid-way through the
Course and another at the end of the semester. These will consist of text
commentaries of extracts chosen from among the works studied.
Lecturers may also propose a final assignment on one of the topics dealt
with.



