Course FB-05 LITERARY LANGUAGE (Reading, Analysis and
Appreciation)

Lecturer: Dr. Manuel Romero Luque (maromero@us.es)
Back-up Lecturer: Dr. Noel Rivas Bravo (nrivas@us.es)

45 CONTACT HOURS / 3 SEMESTER CREDITS
THIS CLASS MEETS: MON/WED, 1-3PM

OBJECTIVES

The aim of this Course is to make available to students a series of basic
concepts concerning the use of literary language applied to the art of
verse and, specifically, to poetry in the Spanish language. Besides
dealing with issues of a theoretical nature, access will be provided to the
literary creativity as practised by key authors within Spanish Letters,
with special reference to Andalusian authors of the twentieth century.
Thus, a range of texts will be read and explored in class, the study of
which will be focused in terms of the subject units within the syllabus. In
this way, while forming an understanding of the theoretical principles
that contribute to the configuration of each of its sections, students will
also acquire a deeper awareness of Andalucia’s cultural heritage.

SYLLABUS

1. The Concept of Literary Theory.
The Theory of Literature.
Literary Criticism.
Literary History.
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2. The Fundamental Characteristics of Spanish Poetics.
2.1. Poetry and Verse.
2.2. The Function of Poetics.
2.3. Meter.
2.4. Rhetoric.

3. Text in Verse
3.1. Syllable Count.
3.2. Rhyme.
3.3. Kinds of Verse.
3.4. Metrical Combinations.

4. Poetic Language
4.1. Poetics and Rhetoric.
4.2. Tropes.

4.3. Figures.
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ASSESSMENT

Assessment will be carried out in overall terms, taking into account
students’ active participation in class, together with the work input of
each individual, involving the profitable use made of session
explanations concerning the theoretical groundings upon which Spanish
poetics is based. Thus, on the one hand, it is the oral contribution of
students within class sessions which will be calibrated (the asking of
questions, the clarifying of doubts, the offering of constructive input),
thereby ensuring the clearing up of uncertainties and, likewise, a
participative environment. On the other hand, consideration will also be
given to on-going individual assignments concerning the basic concepts
of the syllabus content dealt with in class sessions, these assignments,
in written form, needing to be handed in at the end of the semester.
Lastly, a final compulsory exam, based on specific literay texts, will be
set, so that the concepts assimilated from the Course may be applied in a
practical way and in terms of activity models used during the semester.

Three factors will be taken into account when assessing student
performance in this Course:
Class Participation: Regular Attendance, the Asking of Questions,
Role in Class Discussions, Performance in Practical Exercises.
Assignment Completion: a Summary of the Contents of Class
Sessions.
Practical Exam: the Application of the Key Concepts of Poetics to the
Exploration of Literary Texts, as Assimilated during the Semester.



