Course FB-06 INTRODUCTION TO SPANISH LITERATURE: FROM
THE BAROQUE TO THE ENLIGHTENMENT, 17T™ AND 18TH
CENTURIES

Lecturer: Dr. Jaime Covarsi Carbonero (ghcuext@us.es)
Back-up Lecturer: Dr. Mercedes Flores Martin (mercedesfm@gmail.com)

45 CONTACT HOURS / 3 SEMESTER CREDITS
THIS CLASS MEETS: MON/WED, 3-5pm

OBJECTIVES

The aim of this Course is to offer students an approach to Spanish
Literature as it developed during both these periods within its historical,
sociocultural and period-specific artistic context, a wide-ranging and
interactive overview being offered of the main phases, movements, and
genre modalities involved. Exemplification through key referents will also
be provided, while special attention will be paid to certain authors and
their most representative works as a way of revealing the shared
imaginative heritage, the culture, and the traditions of the Spanish
society of the time. In order to enrich students’ cosmovision of Spain’s
language and culture, attention will be centered on not only the meaning
or interpretation of the texts being dealt with, but also on the use which
different authors make of language in their works, as well as on their
historical and social connotations, besides certain of the customs and
incidents descibed in them.

METHODOLOGY

Class sessions will be both theoretical and practical in character, while,
in terms of the use of texts, the linguistic competence of the students
involved will be kept in mind. Lecturer explanations will be backed up by
shared reading-comprehension activities based on the texts concerned,
while audiovisual and other kinds of related material will be made use of,
such as journals and periodical publications available on the web.
Students will be encouraged to share their findings, with regard to areas
of the syllabus content, by carrying out assignments, on an individual
basis, or in groups, involving oral presentations, or the researching and
selection of further materials and complementary texts. In this way,
through oral assignments, workshops, and colloquia, every student will
be able to participate actively in the Course sessions.

SYLLABUS
* BLOCK I:
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1. Spain in the Seventeenth Century. Mannerism and Baroque Art:
their Historical, Cultural, and Literary Significance. Festive
Occasions. The Charcateristics of Baroque Aesthetics.

2. The Seventeenth-Century Novel. The Picaresque Tradition.
Cervantes.

3. Seventeenth-Century Poetry: Quevedo, Gongora, and Lope de
Vega.

4. Seventeenth-Century Drama: its Importance, Function, and Key
Manifestations. The Theory of Drama as contained in Spanish
Plays. The Arte nuevo de hacer comedias.

* BLOCK II:

5. The Eighteenth Century. An Introduction to the Spain of the
Eighteenth Century. Synthesis of Key Historical and Cultural
Milestones. European Thought in the Eighteenth Century: its
Ideological and Artistic Manifestations.. The Aesthetics of the
Enlightenment. Thinkers, Politicians, and Writers.

6. Eighteenth-Century Prose: Cadalso.

7. Eighteenth-Century Poetry: Meléndez Valdés.

8. Eighteenth-Century Drama: Moratin.

Set readings to be used in classroom sessions (recommended
editions):

* BLOCK I:

- Miguel de Cervantes, Novelas ejemplares, in Obra completa,
edicion de Florencio Sevilla Arroyo y Antonio Rey Hazas (Ed.
Alianza). Required novella readings as such: “Rinconete y
Cortadillo” and “La Gitanilla”, which will be distributed in class.
- Poesia de la edad de oro, II, Barroco (seleccion), edicion de José
Manuel Blecua (Castalia). Specifically indicated texts will be
distributed during class sessions.

- Lope de Vega, Fuenteovejuna, ed. de Donald McGrady (Critica).

* BLOCK II:

-José Cadalso, Cartas marruecas (seleccion), edicion de Russell P.
Sebold (Catedra). Specifically indicated texts will be distributed
during class sessions.

- Poesia espanola del siglo XVIII (seleccion), edicion de Rogelio
Reyes Cano (Catedra). Specifically indicated texts will be
distributed during class sessions.

- Leandro Fernandez de Moratin, EI si de las nifias (Critica /
Castalia).
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COMPLEMENTARY ACTIVITIES

As part of the activities prior to readings, so as to enable a greater degree
of understanding of the texts concerned, cultural visits will be organizad
to some of the landmarks within Baroque Sevilla and the Sevilla of the
eighteenth century:

-Hospital de la Santa Caridad.
-Iglesia de San Luis de los Franceses.
-Palacio de San Telmo.

-Universidad.

ASSESSMENT

In order to ensure being assigned a final grade, students will be expected
to sit two exams (one, to be held mid-way through the semester,
covering the first half of the syllabus content, and the other, at the close
of the semester) which will be both theoretical and practical in character,



while being based on the contents of each syllabus block. The exams will
contain a question linked to a point dealt with on the syllabus, as well as
commentary on one of the set reading texts which will have been the
subject of explorationt during class sessions. Students will be asked to
complete one of these alternatives. Likewise, final grading will also take
into account regular class attendance and active participation in debates
on a day-to-day basis, as well as the individual or group assignments
alreday mentioned.



