Curso FS-07 THE ARAB WORLD TODAY: CONTEMPORARY HISTORY AND INTERNATIONAL
RELATIONS

Lecturer Dra. Ana Torres Garcia (torresga@us.es)
Substitute Lecturer Dfa. Gracia Lopez Anguita (glopezanguita@us.es)

This course is taught in English and is open to students with any level of Spanish.

Objectives

This Course will introduce students to the contemporary history of the Arab world and its
international relations during the 20w and 21stcenturies. It will describe the major events in the
history of the Eastern (Mashreq) and Western (Maghreb) Arab states during this period and of the
development of their relations with Europe and the United States. Special attention will be paid to
Spain(s relations with the Maghreb region, particularly with Morocco.

Methodology

Classes will involve lectures, but student active participation will be encouraged through the
discussion of assigned readings, through the screening of movies, as well as through student
assignment presentations.

Syllabus
1. Who are the Arabs? What is Islam? The geography of the Arab world.

2. The legacy of the First World War and European Colonialism in the Mashreq region. The rise of
the Arab Nation-States. The origins of the Arab-Israeli conflict.

3. The Cold War and Arab nationalism. The Suez Crisis. The United States and the decolonisation
of North Africa.

4. The legacy of European Colonialism in the Maghreb region. Spanish and French relations with
the Maghreb. The Maghrebi Cold War and the Arab-Maghreb Union.

5. The development of United States policy toward the Arab-Israeli conflict.

6. The Western Sahara conflict and its international dimension.

7. The Gulf War and its aftermath.

8. The Algerian crisis.

9. Arab emigrants in Europe and the United States and their impact on Arab foreign policies.
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Movies:

The Battle of Algiers. Gillo Pontecorvo (dir.), 1964.

Nasser 56. Mohamed Fadel (dir.), 1996.

Assessment

20% Active Participation in class
20% Movie Review

20% Oral Presentation

40% Final examination



