Course GB-08 HISTORICAL MEMORY IN AMERICA

Lecturer: Dr. Manuel Romero Tallafigo tallafigo@us.es
Lecturer: Dr. M? Luisa Pardo Rodriguez (lpardo@us.es)

45 CONTACT HOURS / 3 SEMESTER CREDITS
THIS CLASS MEETS: MON/WED 5-7PM
OBJECTIVES

This Course involves the interpretation and reading of documents
associated with the Discovery of America, with the figure of Christopher
Columbus, with the Conquistadors, and with historical figures connected
with the Indies. Visits will also be organized to the General Archive of the
Indies (Archivo General de Indias), to the University of Sevilla’s Historical
Archive, as well as to Sevilla’s Municipal Archive, while participants in
the Course will be given first-time guidance in the use of research
instruments which enable access to their resources.

Students will be made familiar with the phenomenon of the book in its
antique as well as its present-day format, while also being introduced to
the research instruments available in the Library of the University of
Sevilla, in the Columbine Library (Biblioteca Colombina) and in the
Cavalry Armoury (Maestranza de Caballeria).

Specific document-linked visits will be undertaken to the General Archive
of the Indies, the Hernando Colon Library, the Old Contractation House,
the Old Consulate or Exchange, the Cathedral Archive, Sevilla’s Archive
of Notarized Protocols, the Ship Pilots and Seafarers’ Archive, the Mint,
the Commercial Quay....

SYLLABUS

1. The General Archive of the Indies: its History, its Resources,
Available Research Instruments Facilitating Access, Data Bases,
the Digitalization of Documents. Bibliography.

2. The System of Spanish Archives linked with the History of Spanish
Colonialism: the Simancas General Archive, the National Historical
Archive, the Archives of Notarized Protocols. Municipal Archives
and Archives of the Nobility. Research Instruments Facilitating
Access. Bibliography.

3. Writing in America: Physical Form and Ink Types. The Evolution of
Types of Writing: Court Style, Legal Style, and Italic. The System of
Abbreviations. Bibliography.

4. Forms Taken by the Documents associated with the Indies:
Letters, Briefs, Pleas. Reports and Consultations. Royal Orders and
Measures. Legal Actions. Bibliography.

5. The Reading and Interpretation of Letters, Briefs, Pleas, Reports,
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10.

Consultations, Royal Orders and Measures, Royal Commands.
Instruments Available for Facilitating Reading. Dossiers containing
Models and Transcriptions of Documents. Bibliography.

. An Introduction to the History of Books and Libraries in Spain and

Spanish America. Forms Taken by the Manuscript Book and the
Printed Book and the Parts which Go into their Making.
Bibliography.

. The Assessment and Location of Bibliography dealing with Spanish

America: Monographs, Journals, Encyclopaedias, Dictionaries,
Journals of Abstracts, Data Bases and their Access via Internet.

. The Spanish Library Network with regard to the History of the

Process of Colonization. The National Library in Madrid, the
Library of the Royal Academy of History, the Columbine Library in
Sevilla, Sevilla’s University Library, the Library of the School of
Spanish-American Studies in Sevilla.
The Reading and Interpretation of Books in Manuscript Form,
Early Printed Books, Printed Material from the Sixteenth to the
Eighteenth Centuries.

Guided Visits to the General Archive of the Indies, to the
Columbine Library, to the University Library. Attendance at
Exhibitions of Documents.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

For practical purposes students will be provided with an edited booklet
containing facsimile versions of documents and book sources which can
be used in exercises related to the reading of documents and other
practical activities in libraries.
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ASSESSMENT

Two equally weighted assessment procedures will be used: (1) An
assignment, to be handed in at the end of the Course, consisting of a
Report on the visits made to the different institutions linked with the
development of the syllabus. (2) Mid-way through the Course, a study of
a document and a book which will be allocated to each student when the
time comes.



