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OBJECTIVES 

Using as departure points the origins of both indigenous and 
African-based slavery, the tides of slave population movements, ports of 
entry, factors related to legislation, settlements, and licence-holding, as 
well as the approximate extent of the trafficking involved, a study will be 
made of the economic activities of all types for which slaves were used, 
the main emphasis being placed on the plantation regime. Account will 
also be taken of matters of life and death, of the family, and of color as a 
symbol of social identity within the groups of African-American slaves. 
Lastly, the dissolution of the slavery regime will be explored, by means of 
an analysis of the different kinds of abolitionist processes. Although the 
main subject of study will revolve around the colonial Caribbean, this 
Course will also deal with other slave-based modalities found within the 
Hispanic and Portuguese colonies, given their statistical, economic, and 
cultural relevance. 
  
METHODOLOGY 

Course sessions will also be enriched by the reading and analysis 
of a wide range of class texts, besides those with which students will be 
provided beforehand. All these will be included in a dossier which will be 
distributed at the commencement of the class calendar. 
 
SYLLABUS 

• 1. THE EUROPEAN INVASION. THE DEMOGRAPHIC HECATOMB 
AND THE BEGINNINGS OF INDIGENOUS SERVITUDE. 

 
• 2. THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK OF SLAVERY IN AMERICA. 

• 2.1. BACKGROUND FACTORS. 
• 2.2. THE ORGANIZATIONAL BASIS OF THE SLAVE TRADE, 

OF LICENCE GRANTING TO THE DIFFERENT KINDS OF 
SETTLEMENT. 

• 2.3 TAXES, RATES, MAIN ROUTES. 
 

• 3. SLAVE LABOR 
• 3.1. FORMS OF SLAVE LABOR. 
• 3.2. PLANTATION PRODUCTION METHODS. 
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• 4. ASPECTS OF SLAVERY IN DAILY LIFE. THE SLAVES OF 
AFRICAN ORIGIN: A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH . 

 
• 5. RUNAWAYS AND OTHER FORMS OF REBELLION. 

 
• 6. THE ABOLITION OF SLAVERY. THE BEGINNINGS OF 

SEGREGATION. 
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ASSESSMENT  

The Course will be carried out using texts and slide projections, 
together with any other back-up material that may be found useful to 
students, keeping in mind the breadth of the academic band within 
which they are included. Practical exercises will be set as the semester 
develops, together with two compulsory examinations. 
 


