
Literature: Chicano and Latino Cultures in the U.S., Beginner Level 
 
3 credits (45 contact hours) 
 
*This course is taught in English.  It is offered during the regular semester only and not 
as an intensive course.  
 
Professor:  María Antonia Oliver 
  Mantonia.oliver@upf.edu
  Office: 20-281 
 
Description: 
 
This course provides an introduction to the social and cultural reality of Latinos in the 
United States with a particular emphasis on the largest demographic group: the 
population of Mexican descent. The concept of the borderlands will be an analytical 
prism throughout the course that will allow us to look at Latino/a cultural identities 
within the United States as the product of complex negotiations both inside and outside 
the country’s geographical borders. Although we will mainly focus on the cultural 
production by Latinos and Latinas in 20th century and the beginnings of the 21st, the 
course will also examine some of the early responses in American letters to the cultural 
encounters between Spaniards and Native Americans, and between Spanish-speaking 
peoples and Anglos. Course materials will mainly consist of literary texts, 
autobiographies, and chronicles by major and minor authors, but music and visual arts 
will also be used as documents testifying to the diverse backgrounds and experiences of 
Latinos in the United States. 
 
Methodology: 
 
The course will be taught in English and will consist of lectures, discussions, student 
presentations, and film and documentary screenings. The readings and films will be in 
English, although some of the texts may be bilingual or incorporate code switching. 
 
Grading: 
 
The final grade will be broken down into the following components; student participation 
worth 20%, a term paper to be presented in class worth 30% and a final exam worth 50%. 
 
Course contents: 
 
1. Early encounters. 
The Spanish colonial borderlands: Alvar Núñez Cabeza de Vaca.  
Racial conflict and early images of Mexicans in American literature: corridos, Richard 
Henry Dana, James Fenimore Cooper, Harvey Ferguson. 
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2. Spain in the Southwest: stereotype, fantasy and heritage.  
“Spanish” California and New Mexico: Bret Harte, Nina Otero-Warren, Cleofas 
Jaramillo, and Fabiola Cabeza de Vaca. 
 
3. Cuban and Puerto Rican borderlands. 
Memoirs of Bernardo Vega, José Martí’s “Our America.” 
 
4. The border as metaphor: fear, desire, and transformation.  
Film: Orson Welles’s Touch of Evil. Gloria Anzaldúa’s Borderlands. 
 
5. Crossing into America: the experience of immigration. 
Tomás Rivera, Piri Thomas, Sandra Cisneros. Film: Born in East L.A. or Border Incident. 
 
6. Race, gender, ethnicity, and memory. 
Richard Rodríguez, Rudolfo Anaya, Gloria Anzaldúa, Cherríe Moraga, and Cristina 
García. Film: Lone Star. 
7. Linguistic borderlands.  
Spanglish and bilingual education. Works and extracts by Tato Laviera, Gloria Anzaldúa, 
and Sandra Cisneros. Chicano rap. 
 
8. Global borderlands.  
Mobile geopolitical borders: Helena Viramontes, The New World Border (documentary), 
and Rubén Martínez.  
The critique of corporate multiculturalism: Guillermo Gómez-Peña.  
 
Required readings: 
 
-Fabiola Cabeza de Vaca. We Fed Them Cactus (1954) 
 
-Richard Rodríguez, Hunger of Memory (1981) 
 
-Gloria Anzaldúa, Borderlands/La Frontera (1987) 
  
-Course reader 
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