
PEAL 346:  Latin American Political Thought 

Universidad de Belgrano 

60 contact hours / 4 semester credits.  This class meets twice a week for 90 minutes each 
session.  

This course is taught in Spanish.   

Pre-requisite:  minimum Intermediate level of Spanish.   

 

Course Description  
 
This course explores the different traditions of political thought in Latin America from the 19th 
century to the present day. It considers the foundational influence of European thought in Latin 
America in terms of inspiration, assimilation and re-creation.  
 
The course is organized around the following topics: Contractualism (Mariano Moreno) and 
Republicanism (Simón Bolívar), the task of nation building (Domingo F. Sarmiento, Juan 
Bautista Alberdi and José Martí); the parallel with the United States (José Martí), the 
development of Latin American socialism and its link with the problem of indigenous land (José 
Carlos Mariátegui and Victor Haya de la Torre) development and dependency theories (Raul 
Prebisch, Fernando Cardoso and Enzo Faletto), Latin American populist thinking (Jauretche 
Arturo and Ernesto Laclau), liberation theology (Gutiérrez) and late twentieth-century neo-
liberal thinking (de Soto). 
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