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Module Contemporary Politics 

Course code BACH-CPS 

Credits 10 

Important Notes 

Students should have completed a first year 

politics, media studies, or sociology type 

module to prepare them for this module. 

Allocation of marks 
50% continuous assessment 

50% final examination 

 

Module Aims and Objectives 

This module aims to enable the learner to introduce learners to the working of contemporary 

society.  This enables them to analyse key issues in social and political development. 

 

The objectives of this module is that learners will develop their thinking and analytical skills 

beyond the scope introduced in Understanding Society.  Learners are expected to build a 

habit of independent reading and inquiry into complex societal issues, both in a domestic 

and international context.  Learners get experience comparing and contrasting different 

opinions, interpretations and theories on contemporary political issues.  This module enables 

learners to generate independent academic views on societal issues 
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Minimum intended module learning outcomes 
On successful completion of this module, the learner will be able to: 

 

(i) Engage in independent social and political research 

(ii) Identify key social problems and tensions 

(iii) Understand some of the key political systems domestically and internationally 

(iv) Critically discuss contemporary social and economic issues 

(v) Develop critical judgements and analytical skills 

(vi) Pursue further study and research in the social science field 

 

 

Module content, organisation and structure 

 

Topics 

The Crumbling of the Neo-Liberal order: Since the 1980s ‘neo-liberal’ ideas have dominated 

political and economic thinking across most of the world, including Europe and North 

America. The financial crash of 2008 changed this. The resulting economic disorder – many 

are now speaking of a new depression – has led to widespread challenging of these 

received ideas and a search for new solutions. We are looking at the origins of the neo-

liberal order, at how it came to replace Keynesianism and how it managed to stabilise the 

western economies in the following decades. We also look at how and why this order began 

to breakdown and its political implications. 

 

Change and Continuity in Society and Economy: This section looks at the major changes 

that have occurred in the economy and society over the last few decades, including changes 

in social classes and in patterns of inequality, changing work patterns, especially in relation 

to gender roles, and the new forms of consumerism which have emerged. 

 

Expansion and Erosion of Democracy: ‘Capitalist democracy’ is the dominant socio-

political system in the world today but there are signs of a growing tension between its 

political and social forms. We are looking at the how modern democracy emerged in the first 

place; at its chequered history since then and at how democratic political forms are currently 

being eroded. 

 

Development and Chaos in the Global South: Those regions that used to be called the 

‘Third World’ and are now generally referred to as the ‘Global South’ have experienced 

massive social change over the last few decades. In some regions – most notably in south-

east Asia – this has involved rapid industrialisation and ‘modernisation’. Elsewhere, change 

has often involved immense social dislocation and chaos, with the rise of a ‘planet of slums’ 
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and a breakdown of civil order. We are looking at the causes and possible consequences of 

these changes. 

 

Food and Society: This topic examines the relationship between trends in food 

consumption and social, economic and other factors that drives these trends. In particular 

we are interested in how the media reports on food issues. We analyse and discuss the 

impact marketing, media, economic, ethnic and other factors have on the food choices of the 

individual and society in general. 

 

Friendship and technology in contemporary society: Who are your friends? Is there an 

observable structure as to why people are friends? What impact is technology, 

communications technology in particular, and society having on friendship? In this topic we 

study how the definitions and conception of friendship have developed since the Greek 

philosophers like Aristotle examined the concepts of why friendship matters. 

 

Environmental ideologies and climate change: In this topic we want to introduce and 

discuss the core ideas of environmental ideologies and politics, looking at their origins and 

development in the 20th and 21st centuries. Alongside this we want to discuss the key 

environmental issues and challenges impacting on contemporary society today. We also 

want to look at how environmental issues are reported in the news media today. Ultimately 

we want to identify and analyse not just the core environmental questions but also to 

develop an understanding of green politics and environmental ideologies. 

 

Elections and electoral systems: Electoral democracy is considered a must for modern 

states and there are more elections and more people participating electorally than ever 

before globally. However, in established democracies like Ireland, Britain and the USA 

participation in elections by voters is falling.  In some states, for example the USA, close 

elections have thrown the voting systems open to question. In the USA and other systems 

the amount of money spent by candidates and the role of the media are controversial issues 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


	



