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1. GENERAL DETAILS OF THE SUBJECT

Name: INFORMATION SCIENCE IN JOURNALISM
Year: SECOND  Semestre: 1st

Type:  Basic  Compulsory  Optional
Credits (LRU / ECTS): 6 Theoretical: 2 Practical: 4
Year: 2016

Lecturer: José Luis Rojas Torrijos 
Email: joseluis.rojas@eusa.es 

2. DESCRIPTION

This subject is a collection of concepts, abilities and competences of the Information Science applied to
Journalism and Mass Media. In particular, this gives the J-students a wide range of tools, resources and
knowledge about  digital  information  systems and information architecture in  order  to  learn investigation
techniques and use them to produce high-quality journalism projects.

3. SITUATION

PREVIOUS KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS:

- Sense of curiosity to learn new things, which is an essential competence in every profesional activity

-  Ability  to  apply  and adapt  the acquired knowledge to  new contexts  and situations,  with  flexibility  and
creativity

- Ability to progress in the learning process autonomously and continuously.

- Ability to work in groups.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

- Have a good command of English, key to communicate in today’s global world.

- Knowledge and application of the new technologies and systems used to process, produce and 
disseminate information.

- Habit of reading news everyday and consume media critically
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ADAPTATION FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (FOREIGN STUDENTS, STUDENTS WITH SOME
KIND OF DISABILITY)

All contents of the subject will be in English.

4. SKILLS

TRANSVERSAL GENERIC SKILLS:

- Understand, analyse and interpret adequately and logically written texts of an academic level about any
relevant subject
    
- Ability to work with the computer tools and knowledge of their essential applications to regular academic
activities

- Ability to work in groups, participating actively in the assigned tasks, making decisions and discussing your
opinions with others until you come to an agreement
    
- Ability to think autonomously and critically when talking about controversial subjects

- Be self-disciplined and rigorous when doing academic tasks, and organise your time correctly

SPECIFIC SKILLS:
- Ability to know how to apply standard organisation and publication principles in digital publications

 - Knowledge and ability to analyse the structural components that matter in digital publications and ability to 
assess them

 - Acquisition of abilities of use and knowledge of concepts about the main information systems of journalism 
documentation: use and exploit press databases and image and video Banks

- Knowledge of concepts and practical abilities about the optimization of websites, digital publications and 
social media in relation with web search engines

5. OBJECTIVES

The goal of this subject is to develop in students the following abilities:

- Ability to read and analyse specialised documents and texts of any relevant subject

- Ability to use the informative and communicative technologies and techniques

- Ability to use the computer systems and resources, and knowledge of their interactive applications

- Ability to search, select and organise any source or document (written, audible or visual) useful to produce
and elaborate any piece of journalism

- Ability to retrieve, organise, analyse and process information with the purpose of being broadcasted or
disseminated

6. METHODOLOGY AND TEACHING TECHNIQUES

METHODOLOGY

Different teaching techniques will be combined in order to make the best of the lessons.
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First, there will be master classes and discussions to teach basic knowledge to students. On a general basis,
the class notes will be uploaded to EUSA virtual learning platform. Every student should be responsible for 
having all these notes and other recommended texts to prepare the written exam.
Moreover, there will be practical lessons devoted to doing activities such as document analysis, press 
reviews, content curation practices, lexicon tests or writing exercises related to topics in the course. Most of 
these activities are planned to be done in the classroom at the end of each unit. 
Tutorial sessions will also help students solve doubts and prepare the final compulsory exercise of the 
subject consisting on the production planning of a multimedia project or a longform interview from a previous 
work of sources and investigative techniques.
Final qualification of the course is calculated from the sum of the result obtained in the written exam, 
compulsory exercise and class activities. Attendance and attitude shown by students will be taken into 
account (SEE ASSESMENT CRITERIA).

TEACHING TECHNIQUES   

X  Master Class and discussion X  Tutorial session X  Practical lessons

 Visits and trips  Reading tests  Others
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7. LIST OF TOPICS

UNIT 1: Introduction
- The concept of Information Science: how to organise content for your knowledge base

- The value of documents. Formats and deposits of documents: archives, libraries and documentation 
centres

- Values and functions of Information Science in Journalism

UNIT 2: Information Science and Mass Media
- A brief history: from the first newspapers libraries 

- The archive service in today’s news outlets

UNIT 3: A document management system
- Fields of analysis and indexing process by using tags

- Entries and treatment for journalists

- Press reviews, newsletters and online clipping tools

UNIT 4: Sources and techniques of searching for information
- The sources of information 

- Evaluating sources: evaluation criteria for seeking relevant, useful and accurate information

- Online resources and tools: news archives, press databases, specialist information websites for journalists, 
photo libraries and video banks
- Sources for specialist information: thesaurus, dictionaries, terminological databases, encyclopedias, blog 
directories, free software, 

UNIT 5: Information Science and online journalism 
- Architecture of information and web design

- Content curation in the digital era

- Looking for information on search engines and social media

8. REFERENCES

SPECIFIC:   

 BRADSHAW, P. (2011). The Online Journalism Handbook: Skills to survive and thrive in the digital age
(3rd. Edition). London: Longman Practical Journalism Series

 EAGLE, S. (ed.) (1991). Information sources for the press and broadcast media. London: Bowker-Saur
 GALDÓN LÓPEZ, G. (1986). Perfil histórico de la documentación en la prensa de información 

general. Pamplona: EUNSA
 GALDÓN LÓPEZ, G. (2002). Teoría y práctica de la documentación informativa. Barcelona: Ariel
 PAUL, N. (2002). “Media libraries and new media”. Poynter Institute: 

http://www.poynter.org/2002/media-libraries-and-new-media/2158/
 PAUL, N. (1997). “Information strategy in newsrooms: new emphasis on tradtional roles for news 

librarians”. Poynter Institute: http://www.poynter.org/2002/information-strategy-in-newsrooms-new-
emphasis-on-traditional-roles-for-news-librarians/2159/
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 PAUL, N. (1997b). “News libraries: forging a profesional relationship with the newsroom”. Poynter 
Institute: http://www.poynter.org/2002/news-libraries-forging-a-professional-relationship-with-the-
newsroom/2157/

 REICHARDT, R. & HARDER, G. (2005). “Weblogs: Their use and applications in science and 
technology libraries”. Science and Technology Libraries, vol. 25, nº 3 http://stlq.info/blogstl.pdf

 ROSENFELD, L. & MORVILLE, P. (2002). Information Architecture for the Web (2nd Edition). 
Camdridge: O’Reilly http://yunus.hacettepe.edu.tr/~tonta/courses/fall2010/bby607/IAWWW.pdf

GENERAL 

 BRIGGS, M. (2015). Journalism Next: A Practical Guide to Digital Reporting and Publishing. New 
York: Sage

 HARCUP, T. (2014). Dictionary of Journalism. Oxford: Oxford University Press

 KOVACH, B & ROSENSTIEL, T. (2007) The Elements of Journalism. New York: Three Rivers Press
 McBRIDE, K. & ROSENSTIEL, T. (2014). The New Ethics of Journalism. Washington: Sage
 PHILLIPS, A. (2014). Journalism in Context. London: Routledge

ONLINE RESOURCES

 http://www.niemanlab.org/

 https://www.journalism.co.uk/

 http://mediashift.org/

 http://www.poynter.org/

 http://journalists.org/

 http://www.kiosko.net

 http://www.bl.uk
 http://www.oxforddictionaries.com/
 http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
 http://www.istockphoto.com/es
 http://www.gettyimages.co.uk/

9. ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

OPTION A

Attendance  (> 75%) 

Attitude and tests Up to 40%
Compulsory exercise Up to  20%
Final Exam Up to  40%

OPTION B

Attendance  (> 75%)
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Compulsory exercise Up to 20%
Final Exam Up to 80%
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10. TEACHING ACTIVITIES

ECTS

Lessons (6 * 10)   60
Students´ work  (6 * 15)   90
TOTAL  (6 * 25) 150

Theoretical sessions Practical sessions Activity Exam

Lessons Student’s
work

Lessons
Student’s

work
Nº Length

Student’s
work

Exam
Student’s

work
Units

Week 1 2 2 1 2                           1
Week 2 2 2 2 2                           1
Week 3 2 1 2 2                           1
Week 4 2 1 2 2   2       1 2
Week 5 2 2 2 1,5                     1 2
Week  6 1 1 2 2,5   1             1 2
Week 7 2 2 2 1   2       1 3
Week 8 2 2 2 1                     2 3
Week 9 2 2 2 2         2       3 4
Week 10 2 2 1 1   1 2       3 4
Week 11 2 2 2 2                     4 4
Week 12 1 2 2 2         2       4 5
Week 13 2 2 2 2         4 5
Week 14 2 2 2 2                           5
Week 15 2 2 2 2   2 2       5
Week 16                                
Week 17                                
Week 18                                
Week 19                                
Week 20                                

(A) (B) (C) (D) (E) (F) (G) (H) TOTAL
Hours 28 27 28 27 2 12 2 24 150

Activities
Nº Description
1      
2      
3      
4      
5      
6      
7      
8      

Organization

Theoretical and practical lessons (A)+(C) 50
Activities developed in the class (E) 8
Exams and test  (G) 2
Attendance 60
Study (theory and practice) (B)+(D) 54
Preparation of the activities  (F) 12
Study for exams  (H) 24
Students’ work 90

TOTAL (STUDENTS’ WORK) 150
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