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Maynooth University International Summer School Programme 

GY357: Women, Gender and Society (5 ECTS/3 U.S. Credits) 

Lecturer: Claire McGing, Department of Geography/MUSSI, Maynooth University, 
claire.f.mcging@nuim.ie  

Module outline 

This course aims to introduce students to historical, sociological, geographical and 

political perspectives on women and gender and to contemporary debates about gender and 

society. Through the lens of real world case studies from both the Global North and the Global 

South, concepts like gender, patriarchy, feminism, sexuality, femininity, masculinity and 

intersectionality will be explored and critically assessed, as will the politics and practice of 

‘doing’ gender/feminist research. 

Learning outcomes  

By the end of  this module, you should:  

- Know some of the main historical, sociological, geographical and political theories and

concepts in the study of women and gender.

- Know some of the main trends in gender inequal ity at a global scale.

- Appreciate how knowledge is ‘engendered’ and assess whether there is a ‘feminist’

research method/s.

- Recognize the ways in which ‘masculinity' and ‘femininity' are socially defined,

negotiated, enforced, and resisted.

- Understand how major social institutions, such as families, parliaments and workplaces,

can sustain dominant gender norms but also offer opportunities for resistance,

negotiation, and change.

- Appreciate how these gendered processes affect our daily lives and shape our

experiences.

- Be able to analyse a variety of social phenomena through a "gender lens”.

- Think critically about women, gender and society, and communicate your ideas in a clear

and thoughtful manner.
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Provisional schedule  

 Topics/Activities Readings 

Day 1 (Tues July 4th)  Introduction to module 

Women’s/Gender Studies as a 

discipline  

Conceptualising Sex and 

Gender 

Gender and Intersectionality  

Lorber (1991)  

Richardson (2015) 

Shaw & Lee (2014) 

Reed (2015)  

Dunk-West & Brook (2015)  

Day 2 (Thurs July 6th) Feminist theories  

Feminist activism  

Hines (2015)  

Charles (2015)  

Lorber (1997)  

Day 3 (Tues July 11th)   Masculinity Studies, Gender 

Relations and Feminism 

Gender-sensitive 

Method/ologies  

Robinson (2015)  

Letherby (2015)   

Kwan (2001)  

Puwar (1997)  

Day 4 (Thurs July 13th)   Gender and the Body 

Violence against Women 

 

Shaw & Lee (2012) 

Quilty et et, various chapters 

(2015) 

Woodward (2015) 

Kelly (2015)  

 

Day 5 (Tues July 18th)   Gendered Perspectives on the 

State, Law and Policy 

*Documentary viewing*  

Shaw & Lee (2015) 

Buckley, McGing & Galligan 

(2016)  

Celis et al (2008)  

Evans (2016)  

Tremblay (2008)  
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McClintock (1993)  

Nagel (1998) 

Day 6 (Thurs July 20th)   Field trip to Glasnevin 

Cemetery for Women’s Tour  

--- 

Day 7 (Tues July 25th)   Gender and the Division of 

Work  

Gender and the Natural 

Environment 

Irving (2015)  

Rocheleau & Nirmal (2015) 

Seagar (2003)  

 

Day 8 (Thurs July 27th)   Module conclusions  

Student presentations  

 

Course Structure  

Class time will include formal lectures and a lot of  discussion centred on set readings, group 

activities and videos.  

Readings 

Required readings will be uploaded to the Moodle page.   

Assessment  

This module is 100% continuous assessment and will include an individual essay, oral 

presentations and in-class activities/participation.  

 




