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Course Description  

In this course we will address the history of Latin America during the twentieth century through 

theoretical and practical classes, historical texts and primary sources. We will begin by briefly 

addressing the end of the colonial period and the nineteenth century to understand the major 

developments and problems of the nation states that emerged in the early twentieth century. This 

process had significant consequences in the region. Political inclusion seemed to be restricted to the 

dominant sectors and an emerging middle class. The multi-ethnic societies seem to have been left 

behind, as well as open borders. However, as we will see in detail, the greater participation of Latin 

American economies in global capitalism and transnational policies throughout the twentieth 

century, created new opportunities, as well as deepened inequalities. Old and new solidarity 

generated social movements that broke into the public scene looking for a leading place in the 

development of nation states. This tension between inclusion and exclusion defined much of the 

century and created unique phenomena, such as populism, revolution, dictatorship, and modern 

democracy. Throughout the course, we will investigate the common characteristics we find in these 

processes and the individual national cases. On the one hand, we will explore chronologically 

common and paradigmatic developments in the history of this region. On the other hand, we will 

address in greater detail the history of Mexico, Argentina and Brazil, without neglecting other cases 

that have developed unique processes such as Cuba, Central American states, Colombia, Venezuela, 

Chile and Peru. We will finish by reflecting on the impact of the history of the region on the 

contemporary world.     

This course seeks to develop the knowledge and learning of Latin American history through 

reading, participation, debate and research. There will be theoretical lectures and readings that will 

provide the contexts, facts and the main interpretations of the history of the region. The practical 

classes, the texts to be presented and the written assignments will introduce the students to the 

historical method, help to develop a critical analysis of texts and interpretations, and arouse interest 

in research.   

Objectives:  



• The student will acquire a general knowledge of modern Latin American history, and a 

more detailed knowledge of individual cases.  

• The student will approach, for the first time, some of the main historiographical debates 

about developments in the region. 

• The student will engage in a critical reading of the texts and materials. 

• The student will develop an interpretative analysis of the history of the region through 

written works and oral presentations.  

  

Course Requirements:  

  

• Attendance 

According to the standards of the university, the student will have to attend 75% of class sessions 

in order to maintain good standing and be permitted to take the final exam. Any type of trip or 

excursion not programmed by the professor will be considered an unexcused absence.   

It is important to keep in mind that attendance monitoring is electronic. One must scan one’s 

personal, non-transferable magnetic card to record one’s attendance. 

Students with a tourist visa will not be able to sit for the final exam; they must regularize 

their immigration status on the 17th floor before taking the exam. 

  

• Class Participation 

Participation in class is crucial to achieving a deeper understanding of the region’s history and 

historiography.  Students must come to class with the obligatory readings read, and with questions 

and opinions about them in order to generate debate. To encourage participation, there will be 

individual or group oral presentations (depending on the number of students) of the assigned texts.   

  

1. Oral presentation 

Each student must orally present at least one text. The presentation should not only summarize 

the content of the text, but also raise questions and issues to generate debate related to the theme of 

the week.         

  

1. Written work 

Each student will present a short essay with analyzing a documentary or other film related to the 

history of Latin America. The instructions will be given to students in a timely manner. 

  

• Midterm exam  

• There will also be two brief midterm exams addressing the material of certain units of the 

course.   

  

Grading Policy  

  

Participation 10% 

Oral presentation (10%) and written (20%) 

Film Analysis 30% 



Exams in class 30%  

  

For a better understanding of the system of grade equivalency and transfer to the European or North 

American systems, consult the comparative table in the Student Manual, found in the orientation 

kit. 

  

  

Required Textbooks and Materials  

The student must buy a book that we will read almost in its entirety and acquire the rest of the 

readings in virtual formats. The teacher will create a virtual folder through Google Drive where all 

the assigned texts are uploaded. Students can print the texts at the University Copying center.   

The required texts are:  

Zanatta, Loris, Historia de América Latina desde la colonia hasta el siglo XXI (Buenos  

Aires: Siglo XXI editores, 2014) 

Chasteen, John Charles, Born in Fire and Blood (New York: Norton, 2001)  

  

  

Course content  

  

UNIT 1: From the open borders to the nation-state, 1780-1880. In this unit we will address the 

independence processes and civil wars that shaped nation states toward the end of the nineteenth 

century. We will explore the major political, social and economic transformations in the region, and 

the emergence of phenomena such as caudillismo.       

  

UNIT 2: The construction of nation states and capitalism in Latin America, 1880-1930. In this unit 
we will explore the process and the problems behind the construction of nation states. We will see 
the emergence and crisis of liberalism and discuss the Mexican Revolution of 1910. We will also 
explore the development and problems experienced by the emergence of agricultural export 

economies, and their relationship with the international market.       

  

UNIT 3: Industrialization, mass society and anti-imperialism, 1930-1960. In this unit we will 
explore the impact of the global financial crisis of 1930 and the World Wars on the politics and 

economies of Latin American countries. We shall study in detail the emergence of populism and 
the economic shift towards industrialization. We will explore, in particular, the cases of Mexico, 

Brazil and Argentina.   

  

UNIT 4: Revolution and Counter-revolution, 1960-1989. In this unit we will study the emergence 
of the left in power through the cases of Cuba, Central America and Chile. We will then address 
the dictatorial responses that emerged in the region, especially in the Southern Cone. We will 

analyze the relationship between these developments and the Cold War.       

  

UNIT 5: Democracy and outstanding debts, 1990-2017. In the last unit we explore the process of 
democratization in the region and the appearance of new issues, such as drug trafficking, 

inequality and human rights. We will explore these developments in relation to the neoliberal and 
left-wing tendencies developed up to the present day.      



  

  

Academic Calendar  

  

  

UNIT 1: From the open borders to the nation-state, 1780-1880  

Week 1    

5 and 7 March  

Introduction to the course and its content 

Colonialism in Latin America. Spanish and Portuguese influence.   

Required reading:   

Zanatta, Loris, “El patrimonio espiritual de la Colonia”, Historia de América Latina desde 

la colonia hasta el siglo XXI (Buenos Aires: Siglo XXI editores, 2014), chapter 1 or 

Chasteen, “Colonial crucible”, in Born in Fire and Blood, chapter 3  

  

  

Week 2   

12 and 14 March  

The Wars of Independence (1780-1820). The "Heroes" of Independence

 Required reading:  

Zanatta: “La independencia de América Latina”, Historia de América Latina, chapter 2 or 

Chasteen, “Independence”, chapter 4  

  

    

Week 3  

19 and 21 March  

Civil wars and caudillismo  

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “Las repúblicas sin estado”, Historia de América Latina, chapter 3 or 

Chasteen, Postcolonial Blues,” chapter 5  

Reiko Tateiwa, El caudillismo y sus interpretaciones  

  

UNIT 2:  The construction of nation states and capitalism in Latin America, 1880-1930  

Week 4   

26 and 28 March  

Liberalism, the agro-export model and nation building 1880-1930  

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “La era liberal”, Historia de América Latina, chapter 4 o Chasteeen, “Progress,” 

chapter 6   

  

Week 5  

4 April  



The crisis of liberalism and the Mexican Revolution, 1910-1930 

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “El ocaso de la era liberal”, Historia de América Latina, chapter 5 or  

Chasteen, “Nationalism,”, chapter 8   

Primary source work 

John Kenneth Turner, Mexico Barbaro, chapter 1 (primary source)  

Entrevista of James Creelman (primary source)  

Janette Gopar, Los diez artículos mas importantes de la cosntitucion  

Emiliano Zapata, Plan de Ayala (primary source)  

  

  

Week 6   

9 and 11 April  

US Imperialism in Latin America 

Required reading:  

Chasteen, “Neocolonialism,” chapter 7  

  

Presentation: Mexico and Puerto Rico 

  

  

UNIT 3: Industrialization, mass society and anti-imperialism, 1930-1960  

  

Week 7  

16 and 18 April  

The global crisis, corporatism and mass society, Mexico and Brazil, 1930-1970  

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “Corporativismo y sociedad de masas”, Historia de América Latina, chapter 6.  

            or Chasteen, “Nationalism” chapter 8  

Presentation: Brazil   

  

Week 8   

23 and 25 April  

Populism: The case of Peronism 

Required reading:  

Mariano Plotkin, Manana es San Peron, Peron y la crisis de consenso  

Presentation:Argentina  

  

  

UNIT 4. Revolution and Counter-revolution, 1960-1989  

  

  

Week 9   

2 May  



The Cuban Revolution 

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “Los años sesenta y setenta (I)” or Chasteen, “Revolution,” chapter 9 

Presentation: Cuba  

  

Week 10  

7 and 9 May  

Dictatorships and neoliberalism 

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “Los años sesenta y setenta (II) or Chasteen, “Reaction,” chapter 10 

Presentation: Cuba and Uruguay  

  

UNIT 5. Democracy, globalization and new trends, 1989-2017   

  

Week 12   

14 and 16 May  

Civil wars in Central America and the democratic transition.  

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “La década perdida y la democracia (re)encontrada”  

Presentation: Nicaragua or El Salvador  

  

  

Week 11   

21 and 23 May  

Neo-liberalism 

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “La edad neoliberal” or Chasteen, “Neoliberalism,” chapter 11 

Presentation: Chile  

  

  

  

Week 13   

28 and 30 May  

Narco-trafficking and guerrillas in the Andes 

 Presentation: Colombia  

  

  

Week 14   

4 and 6 June  

The Neo-populismo and the present day 

Required reading:  

Zanatta, “el nuevo siglo, entre el futuro y el déjà vu”  

Presentation: Bolivia  



  

Week 15  

11 and 13 June  

Final exam and closing of course 

  

  

  

  

  


