
 

J-TERM TRAVELING SEMINAR 

SPANISH CULTURE & SOCIETY 

Spain 
 

ARH 338, CCS 338, HIS 338 

3 CREDITS (45 CONTACT HOURS) 

PROFESSOR: TBD 

PROGRAM WEBSITE: https://iau.edu/academics/jterm/spanishculturesociety 

Important Notice: One of the goals of IAU’s J-Term traveling seminars is to provide students with 
access to multiple cities and countries in order for them to gain as great a perspective as possible related 
to the course content. The travel aspect of the program is critical to its success, but can also sometimes 
pose logistical challenges. Therefore, due to issues related to global security, country- and industry-
related strikes, inflated travel costs, and health and well-being issues that are specific to regions in which 
the seminars are scheduled to take place, IAU reserves the right to modify the itinerary accordingly and 
will communicate any changes to the students as soon as they are known.  

I. ACADEMIC PROGRAM OVERVIEW 

The Culture and Society of Spain includes a study of Spanish life and character as it manifests itself in 
history, regional personality, celebrations, music, legendary figures and modern Spain. Special emphasis 
is given to the southern part of Spain, Andalucía, which conserves today the diverse cultural heritage of 
Europe, Africa and the Orient (Near and Middle East). The dramatic change in Spanish politics and 
society since the establishment of the Democracy in 1975 is still impacting on Spanish character and 
attitudes. Membership of the European Union since 1986 has provided a basis for a solid economy but 
problems of corruption, regional identity and the Spanish stress-free posture when faced with problems 
or opportunities has hindered the progressive progress at political and economic level. 

II. CONTACT HOURS 

This course carries 3 credits or 45 contact hours. Students complete readings prior to the program and 
finalize their assignments after departure, which extends the academics of the component past the on-site 
components. Lectures and site-visits are conducted 7-days per week throughout the J-Term. 

III. INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS AND ACTIVITIES 

a) Site visits 
b) Seminars and lectures 
c) Discussions/reading assignments for each place visited 

IV. PRIMARY TEXTBOOKS/READINGS 

Course dossier elaborated by the instructor to be provided online. Additional recommended readings will 
be indicated throughout the course. 

Predeparture:  Before leaving for Europe, be sure to check your email during December so we can get in 
touch with you should there be any adjustments to the program.   



 
V. EVALUATION AND GRADING  

Mid-term  25% 

Participation  15% 

Course Project  30% 

Final Exam  30% 

IAU Grading Scale: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note IAU 
US 

A 95-100% 

A- 90-94% 

B+ 89%-88% 

B 84-87% 

B- 80-83% 

C+ 79%-78% 

C 74-77% 

C- 70-73% 

D+ 69%-68% 

D 64-67% 

D- 60-63% 

F 59%-0% 



 
Plagiarism:  

Submitting material that in part or in whole is not entirely one’s own work without attributing those same 
portions to their correct source is prohibited.  

Accommodations:  

It is IAU’s goal to provide reasonable accommodations for students with a documented disability. If 
students need accommodations to fully participate in this class, they should contact enroll@iau.edu right 
away.  

Attendance:  

Class attendance is mandatory. For every unjustified absence 5% will be deducted from the Final Grade. 
Programmed Cultural Visits and Day or Overnight excursions are obligatory for this Course. The above 
ICS Attendance Policy will apply. 

VI. OTHER INFORMATION 

General Travel Advisory:  

This trip is a serious one, both academically and culturally. Students are expected to be prepared for 
intellectual, linguistic, social, and travel challenges. We are traveling as a team, and each member must 
be prepared, punctual, cautious, and professional. With those important caveats, the trip promises to be 
an incredible experience, including fun and adventure.  

Pre-Departure:  

Leading up to departure, be sure to check your email diligently so we can get in touch with you should 
there be any adjustments to the program.  

VII. CONTENT  

Subject to adjustments and changes. 

Content 

Spanish Geography, Regional Diversity 

Romans, Visigoths and Moors 

Andalucía: Character, Dialect, Linguistic Peculiarities, Cuisine 

The Moorish legacy in Andalucía 

The Reconquest and the Spanish Empire 

Structure of Spanish Society through the ages 

20th Century Spain, an Introduction 

The Spanish Civil War 



 
Regional differences & Characteristics and their consequences 

The Transition to Democracy 

Mid-Term Exam 

  Spain on the world stage 

Toros. The Bullfight. 

Customs, Rites and Festivals. Holy Week & Feria in Seville 

The Spanish Character today 

Politics and Regionalism 

Education, Health and Social Welfare 

Values, Lifestyle and Morality 

The Economy 

How can we sum up the reality of Spain? 

Exam Revision 

FINAL EXAM 

 


