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Spanish A1  
Español A1 Breakthrough level of the Common European Framework of Reference 

Centre: Barcelona 

Programme: Business, Design & Innovation 

Course Code: 09 

Term: 1 and 2 (Fall and Spring) 

ECTS credits: 6 

Duration: 45 hours (3 hours/week) 

Language of instruction: Spanish 

Description 

This course is an introduction to Spanish grammar, vocabulary, culture and communication skills.  

At the end of the course you will be able to: 

- understand and use everyday expressions and very basic phrases covering specific needs. 

- introduce yourself and others and ask and answer questions about personal details such as 
where you live, people you know and things you have. 

- interact in a simple way provided the other person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to 
help. 

- understand very simple texts about basic activities and how to carry them out.  

- write a simple postcard such as a holiday postcard. Fill in forms with personal details, for 
example, entering your name, nationality and address on a hotel registration form. 

Functional syllabus 

Introduce yourself and others; express likes and dislikes; fill out a form with personal information; 
compose a simple text; express preferences and abilities; talk about plans and projects; describe 
towns; describe families; express opinions; describe weekly routines and justify decisions; make 
comparisons and judgements. 

Grammar 

Gender and number of nouns; definite and indefinite articles; subject personal pronouns; present 
indicative of regular verbs; “ser” and “llamarse”; gender and number of adjectives; agreement of 
nouns and adjectives; demonstrative pronouns and adjectives; present indicative of irregular 
verbs; “hay” and “estar”; “gustar”, “interesar”, “encantar” and “parecer”; “y”, “también”, “ni”, 
“tampoco”, “o”, “porque”, “pero”, “sino”, “además”, “por eso”; quantifiers; periphrastic verbs with 
infinitives; possessive forms; gerunds; comparing qualities and quantities; superlatives; adverbs 
of frequency and time markers; “qué”, “cuál”, “cuáles”. 
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Intercultural aspects 

Awareness of varieties of Spanish and accents. The cultural diversity of Spanish regions and towns. 
Social and economic features of regions. Reading about Spanish customs and reflecting on cultural 
differences. 

Methodology 

At UVic-UCC we follow a communicative task-based approach to language teaching. Our aim is to 
help students learn to communicate in Spanish in a variety of contexts. Students will carry out 
tasks to handle personal and professional situations successfully. 

We focus on all four skills - speaking, listening, reading and writing – right from the start. At this 
elementary stage of language learning we emphasise comprehension skills. 

The course consists of 15 ninety-minute sessions backed up by self-study and homework to test 
and consolidate study objectives. 

Students can take an Instituto Cervantes exam at UVic-UCC in order to obtain the Diploma A1 
accreditation of ability to understand and use everyday expressions for meeting immediate needs; 
asking for and giving basic personal information, talking about daily life and interacting on a basic 
level with other speakers, provided that they speak slowly and clearly and are willing to cooperate. 

Required work and assessment methods 

We take into consideration student progress throughout the course. Your final grade is based on 
continuous assessment (40%) - attendance and active participation in class - and attainment of 
course objectives, as demonstrated in the final exam (60%). 

The final exam consists of 5 sections. Students need to score 50% or more in each section in order 
to pass. 

- Writing: 10 points  

- Reading comprehension: 10 points  

- Listening comprehension: 15 points  

- Grammar and vocabulary: 10 points  

- Speaking: 15 points 

- Total: 60 points 
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